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ÅñI have asked Professor Sir Michael 
Marmot, drawing on the excellent evidence 
of the WHOôs social determinants of health 
commission, to lead a review, based on the 
best global evidence on how we can do 
more to tackle health inequality in this 
country.ò

Alan Johnson, Secretary of State, DH,

6th Nov 2008

Closing the Gap Conference, 

London



ÅSocial justice

ÅMaterial, psychosocial, 

political empowerment 

ÅCreating the conditions 

for people to have 

control of their lives

www.who.int/social_determinants



ÅMuch has happened

ÅPersisting inequalities
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ÅóWe stand on the shoulders of giantsô



ÅNot just poor health of the poor ïthe 

social gradient in health 



Life expectancy and disability-free life expectancy at birth

by neighbourhood income deprivation, 1999-2003


